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1 1 or TAE „„ 
CHAMBER OF. COMMERCE OF. EDINBURGH, 
= r QF THAT GATE 1515 
_ IMPROVEMENT OF LEITH HARBOUR _ 
„%% ù ẽ . 6 ae 
7 | g Beg leave to ſubmit to your conſideration a few hints, oe” 


| ing the plan of enlarging the harbour of Leith.” I have peru- 
. ſed Mr White worth's plans, and obſerve that he propoſes two ways 
of! improving the harbour; 3 viz. either by a baſon above the mills, 
making a wet dock on the north ſands, by the citadel. Nei- 
85 | | ther of theſe plans, in my opinion, would be of that extenſive uſe- 


hy flulneſs, which the laying! out ſuch large ſums of money would lead 
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The having a baſon above the mills is liable to many objeQtions, 
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W  _. It would require two days at leaſt, for a veſſel, from her coming. 
br 4 into the harbour, to work her into this baſon; and it can only take 
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in ſmall veſſels, or light ſhips, xt ten feet water. No perſon would 
like to have ſo much trouble. Beſides, going through a lock, every 


one knows, muſt hurt the ſhips very much; andithe being froze 
up in winter is another material objection. In ſhort, although peo- 
ple were to be allowed to take their ſhips into that baſon for no- 
thing, I am certain they would not 3 of the favour, the trouble 

and riſk would be fo 2 8 


* The wet dock by the Citadel is certainly the beſt of the Y plans 
of Mr Whiteworth ; but, like the other, is attended alſo with going 
through a lock. Beſides, after coſting L. 19787 Sterling, it will 
only be fit to take in ſmall ſhips, or light ones, having no more than 
twelve feet water in it at ſpring tides. I am of opinion that the 
very place above the bridge, which would only make a trink to car- 
ry the ſhips up to the baſon, is the propereſt place for a harbour. 
By cutting it, as deſcribed in the plan, it would contain more than 
double the ſhips that the preſent harbour contains, and they would 
lie in great ſafety, be more compact, and all near to.the buſineſs of 
the place. Let the preſent bridge be made' a draw-bridge, and let 
- the harbour above it be widened, by cutting it up cloſe to Mr Bea- 
die's warehouſes, and Baillie Cundell's ſtorehouſe. Let part of Mr 
Hill's ground be taken away, and along the brae all the way up to 
the mills, and let the mills ſtand as they are at preſent, only cover 
ing the dam by an arch, to make it part of the quay. The digging 
of that ground, and facing it up with a ſtone- wall, cannot require a 
great ſum, being all low ground. By taking away Meſſrs Cundell 
and Beadie's ware and ſtorehouſes, a fine quay may be made all the 
way up to the Sheriff-brae. Meſſrs Cundell and Lowrie's new hou- 
ſes may ſtand, although they would be much better away, as it 
would make a large ſpacious quay, and give ſine room at the end 
of the bridge for carriages to paſs. I would have the whole har- 
bour turned into a wet dock, by E flood- gates oppoſite to St 
8 Bernard's 


— e 7 — ma 
R * N — IT IR" oy "YT 


n 5 As 7 3 * enn * * _ E' 2 — 
W * N F ² . ⅛ . th a af * F ES OE Ss =. 
* 7 7 A * ? 9 597 . 8 5 * : . 1 E 
- N * - & - 
i * 4 


n N 
Bernard's ſtreet, and then the ſhips would be in ſaſety; and no o- 


er or proprietor of ſhips or cargoes but would willingly: pay for get - 


ting into dock, rather than riſk their ſhips, with a eargo on board, to 


lie oa the ground. This needs no illuſtration. Likewiſe, it would be 


4 


of infinite ſervice, as the fluices in the ſtone building of the flood- gates 


(of which there ſhould be two in each ſide), could be let out, and 


would deepen the bar two feet eaſily, which would be an amazing 


advantage, and would take in the largeſt ſhips: that come here. At 
preſent, our large ſhips often lie out a month in the roads, which i is 


very expenſive, and often attended with loſs to the under writers, and 


alſo to the merchants not getting their goods to market. Below the 
flood - gates there is plenty of room for ſhips to lie, if too late to get 
into dock, or if wanting to lie ready to go to ſea, or if ſhips coming 
in with northerly winds, they can run into the ſand port, not to 
hurt the gates ; if any freſh from above, there can be no ſpate, as 


the harbour is always full of water. If there i is too much water or 


ice, it can be let out by the luices. „ W's 


One digen may be made, chat the two 47 docks may ſuffer 


by it; E but the Pee of pumping them cannot be a great deal- 


1 might be taken out of them by Ho aloe: to be lid 


down the fide of the harbour, and to go out below the flood: gates, 
There is an excellent place for making a large dry- dock, to enter 


through the ballaſt quay, or eroſs the ſand port, as marked by a 
dotted line in, the plan, which ſhould be built for the good of the 


public, and the earth taken out for making the dock would raiſe 
the ground, and make it à fine place for building ſhips ; and A 
crane for taking out heavy goods ſhould be "rec 
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To do the whole, making a wet dock to contain more than 
double the number of ſhips that the harbour does at preſent, making 
a draw- bridge, and deepening the harbour above, I think, could 
be all done for about L. 8000 Sterling, But, ſuppoſe it was 
£8 to take more, it would be of more utility than both the other 
plans put together, that would coſt L. 33-921 : 11: 5. And, by a- 
dopting this plan, the harbour is ready as ſoon as the bridge is 
cut. By deepening the north fide, which requires very heels” 250 
ſhips could go up immediately, any 15 out of the e | 


Edinburgh, Dec. 21. 1786. 


* 


L*LAN 


_ 

* # 

5 

. pet 

4 > 
thy 
«JE 

2 by 

5 
* » 


* 4 3 61:25 . 
— ” 8 2 2 
Cf 8 Ny 2 K * ? . % * — 
r = 
. a 
* 14 
+4 Be off \ 
- 3 x" * 
- 


— es a eo 


a 


— 


* 


. . — a * bf A * * 
6c ö 2 —ĩ—] og wg — „% ns Wo ag. 2 acts 
"RS" 2 
* * 2 4 * 22 "TS 
a + 6 \ 


* 7 1 

4 

. 4 

5 * b, * 

— e S 8 
* x 
1 

” - 32 s 

a. 3 7 


+4 


\ U 
"Mx RGA 
„ n 


- 


o + T2 
C2164, unn HA $532; Wa 


* 


v 


0 


OY 
. 
* 


SW 


* 


ee 2 4 
* 


* 


o 


— 


— 


